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it was of the gravest importance to Impress Europe that
England's quarrel with Napoleon was not selfish, but a quarrel
In which she was the protagonist of the freedom and the
rights of Europe. By the treaty of Amiens we were bound
to give up Malta to the order of St. John, when certain
conditions had been fulfilled. By May 1804, when war broke
out, these conditions had been carried out. But many things
had happened in the Interval. Napoleon, pursuing in peace
the restless ambitions of the war, had committed a series of
infamous aggressions on Switzerland and Holland, and the
English Government were cognisant of his secret plan for
attacking England In the East.
The English Government, resting Its case on these and
other symptoms of Napoleon's hostility and aggressive de-
signs, refused to give up Malta. Fox blamed this refusal.
First of all he thought it morally indefensible. France had
broken no article of the treaty, and we were retaliating
on conduct we had not made a ground for war, by a
distinct breach of our pledges. In the great speech in
May 1803, in which Fox declared his views, he repudiated
emphatically the idea that England had no right to go
to war for the protection of Switzerland and Holland.
He was always a much stronger adherent than Pitt of
the doctrine of intervention In the affairs of Europe, and
he held that independent powers were entitled, even jf
they were not bound, to interfere to prevent the destruction
of a state by its neighbours. In the case of Poland, he
thought England and France should have said to the three
dividing powers, "You are doing an act, dreadful in itself,
most dangerous in its consequences, most pernicious in its
precedents, and although neither of us has any treaty or
connection with Poland, we will prevent the division you are
about to make of that kingdom." The only question to be
considered was the practicability of Intervention, and though
Fox did not think intervention would have succeeded In
the case of Switzerland, he blamed the Government for not
remonstrating strongly against Napoleon's infamous conduct.